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•  �Expand opportunities for non-traditional audiences 

to participate in education/outreach events.

•  �Evolve the NWTF’s Education and Outreach 

Programs to include hunter education and adult/

family/college mentored hunt programming as well 

as food-centered events.

•  Recognize different motivations among audiences.

•  Recruit dedicated mentors and landowners.

•  �Expand active partnerships between state agencies, 

the outdoor industry and NGOs.

Recruitment Keys to Success
The NWTF has been investing in hunter recruitment 

for decades with programs like Women in the 

Outdoors, JAKES and Wheelin’ Sportsmen. The 

Recruitment, Retention and Reactivation (R3) of 

hunters and shooting participants led the NWTF to 

expand programming to focus on mentored hunts 

and Learn to Hunt Clinics, diversifying audiences  

and moving toward a multi-pronged approach. 

The key ingredient to our success has been 

partnerships. Our NWTF volunteers/members, state 

and federal partners, outfitters, industry and other 

nongovernmental organizations have made great 

strides in our R3 work.

Opportunities

Engagement and support for hunting 

are declining. Through NWTF’s Education 

and Outreach programs, our volunteers, 

partners and sponsors are working to 

preserve our hunting heritage. Join us as 

we work to recruit, retain and reactivate 

hunters and shooting sports enthusiasts.
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Education and Outreach Presentation

As we welcome new staff, volunteers and mentors 

into the organization, there is the learning curve to 

introduce all facets of our Education and Outreach 

programming. Many trainings take place at the state’s 

individual annual meetings, and we hope to provide 

a resource for our staff and volunteers to use. This 

encompasses insight into our programming types, 

event registration and resources available. Through 

usage and growth in the years to come, we can 

update and adapt the presentation to the needs of 

our volunteers. 

todayshunter.com/turkey101/CLICK

HuntforGood.comCLICK

nwtf.outdooreln.org/CLICK

NWTF Resources PageCLICK

Kalkomey Turkey 101 Course

Support Hunt for Good

NWTF Learning Hub

Resource Highlight 
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Education and Outreach  
Podcast Episodes

The NWTF’s vision has always been to unite a nation 

through the power of the outdoors, and through 

talking with NWTF Education and Outreach staff,  

one can see how far we’ve come. 

To celebrate National Hunting and Fishing Day for 

2025, we sat down with Mandy Harling, national 

Turkey Call All Access Ep. 114:  
Conservation Week — Preserving Our Hunting Heritage

Summary: It is an exciting time in the NWTF 

Education and Outreach arena, especially as  

we continue to grow our programs. 

https://turkeycallnwtf.libsyn.com/ep-114-

2025-nwtf-conservation-week-preserving-

our-hunting-heritage

Listen
  now
Listen
  now

director of Education and Outreach Programs, Morgan 

Evans, the national R3 and relevancy coordinator, and 

Jennifer Davis, hunting and shooting R3 coordinator 

for Michigan, about what R3 is, the Hunt for Good 

Campaign, our amazing volunteers and all things 

hunting heritage. 

 

If you’re craving an inspiring, feel-good conversation, 

tune in and enjoy!
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Partner Highlight: 
Vortex

One of our long-standing partners within 

Education and Outreach is Vortex. Many 

volunteers have experienced the support with 

Learn to Hunt and Mentored Hunt events, 

and Vortex’s impact is helping us amplify the 

NWTF mission and vision. At the core, Vortex 

states, “We will continue the fight to give 

wildlife a home, and hunters and outdoor 

lovers a place to be free.” And they stick by 

that through their support of our mission at 

NWTF. 

JAKES HUNT OF A LIFETIME 2025

Bryce Draper and dad, Reid Draper from Mississippi
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Washington State

This fall, volunteers in Washington were invited into 

their local elementary school classrooms to discuss 

all things turkey on the heels of the approaching 

Thanksgiving holiday. Nisqually River Chapter 

President Justin Grimm took his knowledge of 

turkeys and hunting, and paired it with the NWTF 

resources to provide an engaging and interactive 

experience for students. 

“We had around 60 first graders take part in these 

presentations. We went over adaptations, turned 

their teachers into turkeys with those adaptations; 

they got to pet my educational mount Tom, and 

every student received their own wild turkey 

feather,” shared Justin Grimm in reflection of  

the experience. 

As the pictures show, there was fun had by all. It is 

such a great way to share with youth the heart  

of NWTF and the wild turkey, from a biological,  

habitat, and behavioral perspective.

NWTF in the Classroom:  
Resources in Action

If you come across similar opportunities, here are some 

tips and resources below to help you get started:

• �Know your wild turkey (Resource Library) is a visual 

aid to assist with covering the anatomy of the turkey. 

You can put this on a screen and talk about the turkey. 

It also is great if you happen to have someone who will 

let you borrow a taxidermy turkey to take with you. 

Sometimes the local DNR folks will provide.

• �Stayin’ Alive (Resource Library) It takes some prep to 

find things around the house/dollar store that will work 

for the anatomy (hat, jacket, etc.). This activity gets the 

teachers involved and that makes it so much fun!

• Coloring Sheet of the Wild Turkey (Resource Library)

• �Callin’ All Turkeys and Turkey Talk are both on the 

resource library and involve callmaking activities.

The American wild turkey now thrives in 49 states, Canada and Mexico thanks  
to the efforts of state wildlife agencies, the NWTF and its supporters!

Know Your Wild Turkey
Considered among the grandest of game birds, the American  
wild turkey has many characteristics that distinguish it from other 
fowl. The unmistakable snood, caruncles, head coloring and beard 
truly set it apart.

TAIL FEATHERS OR RECTRICES
There are usually 18 present, but a gobbler can lose a few when fighting.  
Tan- to brown-tipped on Eastern, Rio Grande and Osceola subspecies; 
ivory-tipped on Merriam’s and Gould’s.

TAIL COVERTS
Tip colors vary 

with subspecies.

EAR OPENING
No flap to funnel sounds, but a gobbler hears extremely well.

BACK AND BODY 
FEATHERS

Provide insulation and shed 
water. When raised during 

strutting, they reflect sunlight to 
add to a gobbler’s grandeur.

PRIMARY WING FEATHERS
Marked by distinctive white bars 

(less barring on the Osceola). 
Gobblers rub off wing tips with 

extended strutting.

SPUR
Most spurs are black, some 

have red or blond tints. They 
appear as a short button on 
a jake; just less than a 1-inch 

straight spur on a 2-year-
old; and as a sharp, curved, 

1-inch or longer spur on a 
3-year-old gobbler.

HEAD CROWN
Predominantly white during the spring, 
sometimes with a reddish tint.

EYE
Set into the side of the head for 
monocular vision; a slight turn of the 
head allows a 360-degree field of vision.

SNOOD
Long and prominent on a mature
gobbler, may be used to attract hens.

MAJOR CARUNCLES
Large and fleshy. Engorged with 
blood during the spring.

BREAST FEATHERS
Black tips give a 

gobbler a coal-black 
appearance.

BEARD
Three to 4 inches on a jake;
7 to 9 inches on a 2-year-old;  
and 10 inches or longer on a 3-year-
old gobbler. Thickness varies. Some 
gobblers have multiple beards.

FOOT
Three long toes. The middle 
toe measures 21⁄2 to 31⁄2 
inches on a gobbler.

Know the Difference Between Hens and Gobblers 
It’s easy to distinguish a gobbler from a hen by differences in their size, color, heads and other characteristics.

Gobbler
The gobbler is most easily 
recognized by the long beard 
growing from his chest 
and the pronounced spurs, 
sometimes as long as 2 inches, 
found on the back of his legs. 
A gobbler appears larger, 
darker, shinier and more 
colorful than a hen. His head 
can alternately appear red, 
white and blue. He often “puffs 
up” and struts during spring to 
attract hens for breeding.

Hen
The hen’s overall look 
is for concealment 
and protection. She 
is smaller and more 
drab than the colorful 
gobbler, so she can 
sit on her nest well 
camouflaged. Likewise, 
her head has more 
feathers to add to 
her camouflaged 
appearance.

White crown

Feathered Head
Minor 
Caruncles

Gray-Blue 
color

Gray- 
brown 
plumage

Dewlap

Dewlap

Snood

Snood

Major
caruncles

Caruncles

Various
reds, whites 
& blues

Dark plumage
appears to 
be black

ago (and possibly earlier), people have used 

leaves, slate, wooden strikers, and even wild 

turkey wing bones to make turkey calls. Today, 

turkey calls are produced by large companies as well 

as by creative craftspeople who work with materials 

that include turtle shells, corncobs, bone, chalk, 

wood, rubber, acrylic, or slate. 
 Since the early days of call making, crafters have 

personalized turkey calls with artistic designs. At first, 

the designs were simple drawings of turkeys, leaves, 

and scroll work. These simple decorative calls eventually 

evolved into fine works of folk art. Today, call makers 

produce turkey calls with elaborately carved scenes, 

ivory scrimshaw, exotic woods, hand-painted details, 

and semi-precious stone inlays.
  Skilled turkey callers can compete in state and 

national competitions. Perhaps someone who 

participates in this activity will go on to become a 

future champion at the National Wild Turkey 

Federation’s (NWTF) Grand National Calling 

Championships! 
PROCEDURE1. On one end of the yarn, tie a big, chubby   

 

 knot. Slide two beads onto the yarn, and   
 

 then tie a chubby knot at the other end of  
 

 the yarn. The knots should be big enough  
 

 that the beads cannot slide off of the yarn.
2. Split the beads apart, pinch the middle of the   

 yarn and hold it up. The yarn will be folded in   

 half, with one bead on each end of the yarn.

Turkey Talk
OBJECTIVEStudents will learn how wild turkeys

communicate with each other.METHOD
Students will create a simple

turkey call and practice
different wild turkey sounds.MATERIALS• 1 cocktail straw or plastic 

 drinking straw (cut to 6")
• 1 yd of leather lace, yarn, or string

• 4 plastic pony beads
• Scissors• 1 turkey feather

OPTIONAL• Examples of modern turkey calls

 (these can be purchased at hunting, 

 outdoor, or sporting goods stores)

• Turkey recordings, available from the 

 National Wild Turkey Federation website  

 (www.nwtf.org, click on "Lifestyle Hub"    

 and scroll down to "The Sounds of  

 the Wild Turkey")
BACKGROUND  Hunters in North America have been  trying to 

fool wild turkeys for thousands of years. This is no 

small feat! Wild turkeys make a great variety of 

sounds, each with its own meaning. The “gobble” 

may be the turkey’s best-known sound; males use 

it to attract a hen for mating. The “yelp” is a long 

sound made to locate other turkeys. Wild turkeys 

“cluck” when they are relaxed and “purr” softly 

when they are feeding and content. No less than 

24 other sounds round out the turkey vocabulary!

  Hunters and bird-watchers interested in seeing 

wild turkeys spend a lot of time in the woods 

learning each sound and its meaning. Most people 

use devices, called turkey calls, to mimic 

these sounds. As far back as 6,000 – 8,000 years 

S U B J E CT  A R E A S
G R A D E  L EVE L

K-4, 5-8

Art, Science
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Maryland Unites a Community Through  
the Shared Appreciation for the Outdoors

The recent National Wild Turkey Federation Maryland 

chapter used a “Family Field Day” to bring together 

families, volunteer and outdoor-enthusiasts for a day 

of outdoor education, conservation awareness, hands-

on demonstrations and fun. Kids and adults took part 

in activities such as trap-building demos, archery, safe-

recreation stations run by the Maryland Department 

of Natural Resources, and even a showcase of deer-

processing and drone-recovery operations. 

https://www.nwtf.org/content-hub/maryland-

unites-a-community-through-the-shared-

appreciation-for-the-outdoors

Read  
  more
Read  
  more

The overall goal — according to organizers — was to 

foster community, share a love of the outdoors, and build 

hunting and conservation traditions across generations. 

Go online for more and learn how events like these 

are helping connect families with nature, promote 

responsible hunting, and support long-term 

conservation goals in Maryland.
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In early October, the Missouri Governor’s Mentored  

Deer Hunt welcomed a group of first-time adult 

hunters across 10 Missouri counties for its third  

annual outing. Instead of targeting youth, this hunt 

aims at “adult-onset” hunters — people who’ve  

never hunted before but want to give it a try. 

Participants attended an educational clinic, received 

mentoring on firearm safety, deer biology, hunting 

strategy and ethics, then teamed up in small groups to 

hunt during the state’s special antlerless rifle season. 

The program serves a dual purpose — helping 

landowners manage rising deer populations while 

reigniting interest in hunting among adults. 

By the end of the weekend, 33 people had participated 

and 17 deer were successfully harvested — many as 

their first-ever. The event emphasized camaraderie, 

Missouri Governor’s Mentored Deer Hunt 
Inspires a New Generation of Adult Hunters

respect for wildlife and conservation-minded hunting 

as part of preserving Missouri’s outdoor heritage. 

Go online for more about this initiative and see how 

it’s shaping the next generation of hunters  

and conservation stewards in Missouri.

https://www.nwtf.org/content-hub/missouri-

governors-mentored-deer-hunt-inspires-a-

new-generation-of-adult-hunters

Read  
  more
Read  
  more

P
H

O
T

O
 C

R
E

D
IT

: 
JO

H
N

 B
U

R
K

11N A T I O N A L  W I L D  T U R K E Y  F E D E R A T I O N

https://www.nwtf.org/content-hub/missouri-governors-mentored-deer-hunt-inspires-a-new-generation-of-adult-hunters


In a recent effort, NWTF volunteers teamed up with 

the USDA Forest Service to clean up and restore a 

section of El Dorado National Forest near Placerville, 

California. The clean-up targeted an area long marred 

by illegal dumping and a former abandoned homeless 

encampment, turning it back into usable public land. 

The effort was led by two members of the NWTF’s 

local chapter, and their energy and commitment were 

credited with driving a positive volunteer mood and 

getting concrete results. 

Beyond just trash removal, the project reflects a 

NWTF Volunteers Help Restore  
El Dorado National Forest

https://www.nwtf.org/content-hub/nwtf-volunteers-

help-restore-el-dorado-national-forest
Read  
  more
Read  
  more
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growing partnership between NWTF and federal 

forest agencies — amplifying previous, large-scale 

restoration work aimed at improving forest and 

wildlife habitat. 

Want to dive deeper? The full article walks through 

how volunteers, forest staff and interns came 

together under a stewardship grant to restore public 

lands — and why such grassroots efforts matter for 

wildlife, forest health and future outdoor enjoyment.
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The NWTF Ohio State Women in the Outdoors  

(WITO) chapter recently celebrated its 25th Annual 

Women’s Weekend, bringing together women from 

Ohio, New York and neighboring states for a three- 

day gathering at Skyview Ranch in Millersburg, Ohio. 

Over 100 attendees participated in more than 80 

classes highlighting a broad range of outdoor  

and lifestyle skills. 

The weekend offered a mix of traditional outdoors-

oriented and creative/self-reliance activities: 

participants tried archery and handgun shooting 

(with help from the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources Division of Wildlife), but also had classes in 

homesteading, outdoor cooking, beekeeping, edible 

plants, birding and more. Many of the sessions even 

included crafts — from making jams and chapsticks to 

creating art, or using pheasant feathers to fashion hats. 

The event created a welcoming,  

supportive environment for  

women — whether first-time  

outdoor participants or longtime  

attendees — giving them a chance to learn  

new skills, build community and share in  

traditions. From cheering each other on at the 

archery range to enjoying a costume-themed night, 

this milestone celebration showed how WITO helps  

make the outdoors accessible and welcoming. 

Go online to read more about the weekend, see 

photos, and explore how WITO is shaping the  

next generation of women in the outdoors.

Ohio State WITO Celebrates  
25 Years of Women’s Weekend!

https://www.nwtf.org/content-hub/

ohio-state-wito-celebrates-25-years-

of-womens-weekend

Read  
  more
Read  
  more
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longtime members and newcomers alike. Raise a glass — 

and maybe go online to see how creative events like  

this are helping fuel real conservation action.

Brewing up a Good Time, Celebrating NWTF with Local Businesses

New Avenues to  
Reach Your Neighborhoods

https://www.nwtf.org/content-hub/

brewing-up-a-good-time-celebrating-

nwtfs-conservation-mission

Read  
  more
Read  
  more

The NWTF’s Washtenaw County Conservationists 

partnered with Pittsfield Parks and Recreation and the 

Leslie Science and Nature Center to host a Halloween-

themed “Creatures of the Night” event at Lillie Park, 

drawing more than 170 kids for hayrides, pumpkin 

carving, nocturnal animal encounters, decorated trail 

walks and a festive trunk-or-treat. With hands-on 

activities like NWTF’s “mystery boxes” and plenty of 

family-friendly fun, the evening blended conservation 

education with spooky-season excitement. Go online 

to read more about how this creative outreach event 

brought the community together and inspired young 

outdoor enthusiasts.

NWTF’s Niagara County Gobblers Chapter teamed up 

with First Line Brewing to throw its first-ever “beer for 

conservation” fundraiser — launching a limited-edition 

“Flocktoberfest” beer, hosting live music, raffles and a 

lively crowd. The event spotlighted NWTF’s Forests and 

Flocks Initiative, with speakers explaining how proceeds 

support habitat restoration and other conservation 

work, while the fun, social vibe helped connect 

A Spooktacular Evening of Conservation and Community

https://www.nwtf.org/content-

hub/a-spooktacular-evening-of-

conservation-and-community

Read  
  more
Read  
  more
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Brewing up a Good Time, Celebrating NWTF with Local Businesses

Local 4-H Shooting Sports and Wildlife Program
The Minnesota 4‑H Shooting Sports and Wildlife 

Program, supported by NWTF, has spent 45 years 

molding thousands of young people into skilled 

shooters, ethical hunters and conservation-minded 

leaders across Minnesota — with over 5,000  

youth and 1,000 trained adult volunteers 

participating annually. 

Participants can try disciplines like rifle, pistol, 

archery, muzzleloading, shotgun or wildlife 

education, and also engage in conservation  

projects, skill-athons, calling competitions  

and mentorship programs. Through hands-on 

learning, leadership opportunities and  

community involvement, the program  

fosters a lifelong appreciation for nature  

and responsible stewardship.

https://www.nwtf.org/content-hub/minnesota-

4-h-shooting-sports-and-wildlife-program-45-

years-of-growing-conservation-leaders

Read  
  more
Read  
  more
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The National Wild Turkey Federation has provided 

over $5.9 million in scholarships to college students 

across the country!

The NWTF will accept applications for its 2026 

Dr. James Earl Kennamer Scholarship beginning 

Nov. 1. The scholarship recognizes and rewards a 

current senior in high school for their outstanding 

academic achievement, community involvement and 

leadership roles. Through this program, local NWTF 

chapters award scholarships to outstanding students 

in their communities. Local chapter winners may 

also compete at the state level, with the potential 

to advance to the national scholarship selection. 

The national NWTF Dr. James Earl Kennamer 

Scholarship awards a $10,000 scholarship to one 

exceptional student every year.

Applicants must meet the eligibility requirements 

and submit all application materials for 

consideration. For eligibility requirements,  

state-specific deadlines and to apply, visit  

your.nwtf.org/scholarships.

NWTF Scholarship Portal Open

https://your.nwtf.org/scholarships/Read  
  more
Read  
  more
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Join us at one, or both, of the following volunteer training sessions:

Thursday, Feb. 12 and Friday, Feb. 13 
2–4 p.m. (CST)

Education and Outreach Event Coordinators 
Engagement, Networking and Strategies Workshop Day 1 (Thursday)

Engagement, Networking and Strategies Workshop Day 2 (Friday)
Training Wrap-up Reception will follow on Friday from 4–5 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 13
8–9:30 a.m. (CST)

Education & Outreach Awards Breakfast (Ticketed Event)

We hope to see you there!

Please join us for our 
50th Convention and Sport Show! 

REGISTER 
NOW FOR
VOLUNTEER
TRAINING
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R3, Volunteer and Staff Positions
State outreach volunteer coordinators comprise a strong network of outstanding leaders across the nation 

who help recruit, retain and reactivate hunters. This team provides chapter leadership and assists in building  

a strong foundation to ensure the future of our hunting heritage. 

R3 coordinators work in partnership with NWTF staff and volunteers, state and federal agencies, 

nongovernmental organizations and corporate partners to promote hunting and the shooting sports within 

their respective states. We co-fund three NWTF and one partner R3 coordinator position that are cooperative 

efforts between the NWTF and state wildlife agencies/partners.

R3 Coordinators

State Outreach Volunteer Coordinators

AZ	 Tim Denny
AR	 Libby Vaught(WITO)
DE	 Charles Spray
GA	 Wes Dorsey
GA 	� Kimberly Abernathy 

(WITO)
ID	 Don Jenkins
IN	 Pat Navarre
LA	 Javis Noel
MA	 Tim Gribbons

AL	 Justin Grider
	 ALDCNR Employee

MD	 Susan Boarman	
MI	 Ken Buchholtz (WS)
MI	 John Gray
MI	 Jan Kuhtic (WITO)
MI	 Steve Sharp
MN	 Ralph Warzecha
MN	� Nancy McLaughlin 

(WITO)
MN	 Billy Schmitz (JAKES)
MN 	 Tim Scapanski (WS)

AZ	 Kirsty Paulsen*
MI	 Jen Davis*

MO	 Ben Slates (JAKES)
NE	 Adam Hohbein
NE	 Jeff Westerby
NE 	 Paul Walkowiak	
NE	 Jeff Uhl	
NC	 John Edmondson
NH	 Rob Skrocki
NJ	 Cristina McGannon  
	 Jones
NY	 Bill Wilbur

NE	 Shelby Insensee*
*NWTF Employee

NY 	 Stephany Quick (WITO)
NY 	 Butch Kortright (JAKES)
OH	 Barry Coffing
OK	 Evelyn Irick
OK	 Lisa James (WITO)
OK	 Aaron Boggs (JAKES)
PA	 Abbie Shireman
SC	 Billie McCarter (WITO)
SC	 Mike Gainey (WS)
SC	 Aaron Parks

SC	� Aaron Parks (JAKES)
TN	 Lindsey Silvey
TN	 Doug Monday (WS)
TX	 Mike Shouse
UT	 Matthew Sessions
VA	 Jeff McCambridge
VT	 Brett Ladeau
WA	 Michelle McDonald
WI	 John Cler
WV	 Roger Wolfe

MANDY HARLING  National Director of Education and Outreach Programs • mharling@nwtf.net
TERESA CARROLL  Education and Outreach Programs Coordinator • tcarroll@nwtf.net
MORGAN EVANS  NWTF R3 and Relevancy Coordinator • mrevans@nwtf.net
JESSE WARNER  Northeast R3 Coordinator • jwarner@nwtf.net
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